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Press Conference at Waterbury Hospital at 2 p.m. Today to Discuss Swine Flu Death of Third Connecticut Resident 
WHO: Waterbury Hospital Officials, Mayor Michael Jarjura, Roseanne Wright (Director of Public Health)
WHAT: Press Conference, to discuss death of third Connecticut resident to die of swine flu
WHEN: 2 p.m.
WHERE: Waterbury Hospital Lobby
Further information below . . . . 

THIRD CONNECTICUT RESIDENT DIES OF SWINE FLU
WATERBURY – Waterbury Hospital officials confirmed that a female in her early forties who entered Waterbury Hospital with respiratory problems and later tested positive for the H1N1 virus, has died. The swine flu is believed to have played a contributing role in her death. The woman died early this morning at Waterbury Hospital.
“When this patient was originally admitted to our hospital, she presented with influenza-like illness with respiratory symptoms,” said Steve Aronin, MD, head of Infectious Diseases at Waterbury Hospital. “We believe that the virus had likely been incubating within her system because she didn’t appear to have the flu when she first came to the hospital.” He said the woman did have a few other health conditions which may have contributed to lowering her immune system’s ability to fend off the H1N1 virus.

As of June 11, the Connecticut Department of Public Health has reported 637 confirmed cases of Novel H1N1 Influenza A Virus Infection among Connecticut residents. Officials have stated that laboratory-confirmed cases represent only a fraction of the likely number of cases in the State because many persons with mild symptoms do not seek care from a doctor or hospital but recover at home.  Nationally, as of June 12, there have been 17,855 confirmed cases of Novel H1N1 Influenza A Virus Infection.  Every State in the country has had a case, and there have been 45 U.S. deaths due to Novel H1N1 Influenza A Virus Infection.  
Waterbury Hospital is the largest private employer in the Greater Waterbury region, and serves a vital role in the economic vitality of Western Connecticut. It is a private, non-profit acute care teaching hospital licensed for 367 beds and affiliated with the Yale School of Medicine, the University of Connecticut School of Medicine and Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. Founded in 1890 as Waterbury’s first and Connecticut’s fourth hospital, Waterbury Hospital is a full-service community health-care institution with centers of excellence in primary care, behavioral health and orthopaedics.

