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   MEDIA ADVISORY
Public Hearing On October 30 Will Determine Fate of Heart Center

Connecticut Office of Health Care Access to review Certificate of Need 

Waterbury, Conn., October 16, 2008 - The Connecticut Office of Health Care Access (OHCA) has scheduled the public hearing to review the Heart Center of Greater Waterbury’s application for permanent status of its cardiac care program for Thursday, October 30 at 9 a.m. 


The Heart Center recently received a six-month extension from OHCA allowing the Center to operate through January 19, 2009. The Heart Center provides lifesaving cardiovascular procedures such as angioplasty and open heart surgery to people in the Greater Waterbury region.

“By granting the extension the state has demonstrated that they understand the importance of this life saving service to our community,” said Loraine Shea, Executive Director of the Heart Center of Greater Waterbury. “The permanent status hearing is our opportunity to highlight our three year history of quality performance, and to reiterate that these services are essential to the residents of Greater Waterbury. The community has rallied behind us throughout this entire process, and we encourage them to come and show their support once more to help keep our hearts in the right place, permanently.”


The Heart Center began operation in 2005 under a three-year program as a “demonstration project.” The Heart Center filed a Certificate of Need (CON) on September 15. If approved, the Center would gain permanent operation status.  The Heart Center provides advanced cardiac care services to a region of 280,000 patients. The center has saved more than 2,400 lives and has a patient satisfaction rating over 98 percent. 

Supporters are encouraged to attend the hearing and visit www.supporttheheartcenter.org for more information.

WHO:
The Heart Center of Greater Waterbury


The Connecticut Office of Health Care Access

WHAT:
Public hearing to review the Heart Center of Greater Waterbury’s application for permanent status.

WHEN:
Thursday, October 30


9 a.m.

WHERE:
Legislative Office Building


Room 2C


300 Capitol Avenue


Hartford, CT





MORE

Free parking is available in the Legislative Office Building garage, located behind the building. The room being used is located on the second floor of the building. Media trucks can park on the streets adjacent to the building. 

CONTACT:
Heather Tindall, Director Public Relations, Media Relations, 


and Marketing, Waterbury Hospital, 203-228-3790


Joe Connolly, Director of Government and Community Relations, 


Saint Mary’s Hospital, 203-437-1765

