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203-437-1765
Public hearing TO decide fate of Heart Center of Greater WATERBURY

Public Hearing Scheduled for August 29 in Hartford 

Waterbury, Conn., August 27, 2008 — On Friday, August 29 the Office of Health Care Access (OHCA) will hold a public hearing at the Legislative Office Building (LOB) in Hartford to determine whether the Heart Center of Greater Waterbury will remain open. 

The Heart Center of Greater Waterbury, which provides quality lifesaving cardiovascular care to people in the region, is in jeopardy of being closed by the state’s Office of Health Care Access (OHCA) after three successful years of operation. The public hearing —scheduled for 9 am in Room 2C of the LOB — will determine if the Heart Center’s request to remain in operation through January 19, 2009 should be granted. The hearing will not address whether or not the program should receive permanent status beyond the extension.

All members of the public wishing to testify about personal experiences or give personal opinions will be given the opportunity during the hearing. There is no need to request to testify prior to the hearing. 
 
The agency encourages those who cannot attend the hearing to submit testimony in writing to: Commissioner Cristine A. Vogel, Office of Health Care Access, 410 Capitol Ave., 3rd Floor. MS#13HCA, P.O. Box 340308, Hartford, CT 06134-0308.

“This hearing is critical to the existence of the Heart Center,” said Loraine Shea, executive director of the Heart Center of Greater Waterbury. “The Heart Center is an established provider of choice for cardiac care in Greater Waterbury. The community depends upon it and has developed a significant amount of trust in this program. Termination of the program would have a far reaching, devastating impact on the entire continuum of cardiac care currently provided in our community.”
In 2005 the Heart Center of Greater Waterbury was granted a three-year program under what is called a ‘demonstration project.’ During the initial three years of providing services, the Heart Center had to meet certain criteria as outlined by the OHCA to assure patient safety and quality of care. 

According to Shea, the Center has successfully treated more than 2,400 hearts and met or exceeded all of the criteria outlined by OHCA for the program except for the volume targets for open-heart surgery. She said the volume targets were based on research from 1975, but more recent and relevant research indicates that the Heart Center’s open heart procedure volume is sufficient not only to have a quality program, but an efficient one as well. 

More

The plight of the Heart Center has already gained the support of Connecticut State Attorney General Richard Blumenthal. 

“I have long supported and worked to achieve this program for effective lifesaving cardiac care, and I pledge a continued fight for it.  The time required to transport patients needing immediate hospital heart care can be literally the difference between life and death. Waterbury area residents deserve no less than the highly skilled and caring professionals and programs provided by these hospitals during the demonstration period. This heart care program should be made permanent under extraordinary professional leadership at the hospitals.”

Waterbury Hospital and Saint Mary’s Hospital are in the process of requesting permanent status as well as completing a formal Certificate of Need (CON) for continuation of the program.

For more information and to show your support for the Heart Center of Greater Waterbury, please visit www.heartcentergw.org.
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